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Attendance

Sponne School values excellent student attendance. We recognise this plays an essential part in
ensuring our students achieve to their best ability in all areas of school life and has a positive
impact on wellbeing.

We are proud of our students’ excellent attendance record and monitor individual student’s
attendance to ensure they are accessing all available aspects of their education.

IT IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT FOR YOU TO ENSURE YOUR CHILD ATTENDS REGULARLY

Students whose attendance is good:

 Make progress and have a better understanding of lessons 960/
e Achieve their best results &
e Are more settled, supporting their wellbeing M

e Sustain friendships

e Are rewarded with termly and at the end of the academic year

Students whose attendance is unsatisfactory: (under 94%)
e Get behind with their work having an impact on their confidence
e May not understand their learning
e Achieve lower grades than their potential indicates
e Find it more difficult to maintain friendship groups
e Can feel nervous or worried about school

Parents whose children’s attendance continues to be unsatisfactory:
e Need to support their child to feel positive about school and value their education
 Need to contact school to discuss any difficulties as soon as they have concerns so that an
support plan can be put in place

e Can be fined
e May be asked to provide medical evidence for each period of absence
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What to do if your child in unwell?

It you child is unwell you must notity us on the first day of absence and then on "‘
every morning of subsequent absence

State the name and form group of your child and let us know the nature of the
illness

Tell us how long you expect them to be absent
Whether your child has seen their GP or another appontment for a specialist
service has been made

Call the Absence Reporting line on 01327 350284 - ext
126 before 9:00am or email: absenceesponne.org.uk

Please note we do not have a 48 hour sickness rule. We leave it to parental
discretion as to whether a student is well enough for school.

The school sends an automated text to parents where a call has not been
received regarding absence. If your child is absent and we have not had any
communication from you by midday, we may notity them to the police as missing
as this is a safeguarding concern.

Medical appointments should be made out of school hours.
Where this is not possible, students should attend at least one session (morning

or afternoon) dependent on appointment time. Please ensure you keep the
school up to date regarding any appointments.

Family Holidays and school holidays

Children have approx 13 weeks annual holiday from school and our school
holiday dates are published well in advance.

Prents and carers are expected wherever to plan and take their family holidays
at this time so as not to disrupt their child's education.

Education law states that parents DO NOT have a right to take their child out of
school tfor a holiday during term time. Only in exceptional circumstances may a
headteacher grant permission for leave, this is at the Headteacher's discretion.

Dream Believe Achleve



Remember...

We want your child at school and want
to support them.

IT you are worried about your child and
their attendance, speak or emaill a
member of staff.

Do not let the problem get out of hand.
Refer to our Parents' Guide to
attendance on our website for more
support.

Our attendance procedure for
following up on absences is on our
website.

Poor attendance can limit a young
person’s options.
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